[image: image1.png]SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
SUBCOMMITTEE ON TECHNOLOGY

CHARLES A. WILSON

6TH DISTRICT, OHIO

& INNOVATION
FINANCIAL SERVICES
RURAL CAUCUS
SUBCOMMITTEE ON FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS
& CONSUMER CREDIT N &
g SPORTSMEN’S CAUCUS
SUBCOMMITTEE ON HOUSING 2
o @ongress of the United States
SUBCOMMITTEE ON DOMESTIC House of Representatives ERRCUTIVE Hok
& INTERNATIONAL MONETARY POLICY, - =
TRADE & TECHNOLOGY i‘iﬂa&!;mgmn, .. 20515-3508

Dear Neighbor,

It seems as if every time we turn on the television or pick up the newspaper, we hear of yet another
defective or potentially toxic toy being pulled from our store shelves. As the grandfather of eight, I
understand the concerns many families face this holiday season.

This year more than 25 million unsafe toys and other children’s products have been recalled due to
unsafe levels of toxic chemicals and other hazards. Some of these toys contained nearly 200 times the
legal limit for lead. With the list of unsafe toys continuing to grow, parents are right to worry about
what is in their child’s toy box and how to protect their children this holiday season.

There are several steps parents can take to keep their children safe. First, visit the US Consumer Product
Safety Commission’s (CPSC) website at www.cpsc.gov or call: 800-638-2772. It will provide you with
a complete list of recalled toys. In addition, I would suggest signing up for the CPSC’s email
announcements to receive the latest news about toy safety.

Additionally, when shopping for new toys, look for unfinished solid wood items (or those finished with
linseed oil, tung oil or beeswax), and try to select items made in America and labeled as lead-free.

The recalls have been alarming, but they also have created serious momentum for lasting reforms that
are sorely overdue. The CPSC needs more money and resources and we must increase the civil penalties
for those who create toxic and unsafe toys. As your Member of Congress, I am committed to ensuring
that the products our children and grandchildren use are safe and reliable.

That is why I cosponsored the Consumer Product Safety Modernization Act (HR 4040). This important
legislation would place a ban on lead in children’s products; anything above trace levels of lead should
be unacceptable. It would also prohibit the sale of recalled products and improve public notice about
recalls. Furthermore, I supported a resolution expressing a loss in confidence and performance of the
CPSC Acting Chairwoman Nancy Nord, and urging the President to request her resignation.

Be assured that I will continue to support legislation that protects children’s safety and wellbeing. For
more information regarding toy recalls you can visit my website at http://charliewilson.house.gov/
where you will find the Jatest information on this important issue.

Best wishes for a safe and happy holiday season,

Charlie A. Wilson
Congressman OH — 06
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